Princeton Public Affairs Group Holds Tenth Biennial Post Election Day Luncheon

Princeton Public Affairs Group (PPAG) hosted its Tenth Biennial Post- Election lunch today, Friday, November 6 at Forsgate Country Club.  Business and industry leaders from across the state of New Jersey attended to hear from key players in the recently completed elections. The attendees included Michael Duhaime, lead strategist for Governor-Elect Chris Christie, Assembly Republican Leader Alex DeCroce, State Republican Party Chairman Jay Webber, State Senator and Lieutenant Governor Candidate for Corzine '09 Loretta Weinberg, State Democratic Chairman Joe Cryan and Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts. Jim Hooker of New Jersey Network was the moderator.

The topics of discussion included:

            How and why their candidates won or lost the election;

            Was Christie's victory a mandate?; 

            Role of Lieutenant Governor candidates in campaign: and

            Lame Duck issues.

There was a consensus among the panel that Christie prevailed at the end of the day because voters were ready for change. DuHaime said his candidate was able to give them (the voters) a compelling reason for change. The Christie camp was able to present a different philosophy of government. The Christie campaign's greatest challenge was overcoming Governor Corzine's significant spending advantage. He pointed to a very successful GOTV effort due in part to a motivated Republican constituency. The campaign strategically kept in reserve three million dollars to spend in the last weeks leading up to the election.  Both parties agreed that the economy played a major factor in the incumbents defeat.

Senator Weinberg agreed with part of DuHaime's assessment. In the end, she believed it came down to property taxes being too high and the state's high unemployment rate. In her role as the Lieutenant Governor candidate for Corzine, Weinberg campaigned on woman's issues like mammograms and pre-school education. She said that while their camp did win the women's vote she heard more about property taxes than anything else.

Speaker Roberts said that the election was not a partisan election but rather a personal one. Democratic State Committee Chair, Joseph Cryan summed it up by saying, "We lost because they ran a great campaign." Obama coming to the state twice to campaign on behalf of Corzine and still falling short speaks to the energy of the challenger and his base and not the President himself according to Cryan.

While there was still no resolution among the panel as to whether or not Chris Christie's victory was a mandate from the voters, DeCroce spoke to the governor-elects style saying he does not think Christie will approach the legislature in a confrontational manner.

Although no lame duck schedule has been released, the panelists were asked about two bills that could potentially be considered: medical marijuana and marriage equality.

Assembly Republican Leader Alex DeCroce said he does not think there will be support in his caucus for the two bills. Weinberg, a prime sponsor of the marriage equality bill, indicated she would push for the marriage equality measure. Assembly Speaker Roberts expressed his concern over making the same mistakes as California on the medical marijuana front. He said that Assemblyman Herb Conway has worked on the bill to make it better.

Princeton Public Affairs Group will continue to update you on developments regarding the transition as well as keep you posted on the lame duck legislative schedule as information becomes available. 
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