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On behalf of the New Jersey Restaurant Association representing 23,000 eating and drinking establishment employing 311,000 people in NJ, I am writing to oppose A-3215, The Water Tax Bill.

This is a critical moment in our economy and the $12 billion restaurant industry, reliant upon discretionary consumer spending is facing trying times over the next few years.  Adding to our consumer and our business tax burden is not what we should be doing as a state.  Now is the time to reduce taxes to stimulate spending in the economy in order to sustain and create jobs.  Further we need to be prioritizing government programs, eliminating those that don’t work and putting a moratorium on new taxes and government spending.
We pay: Township Liquor License Renewal Fees, Township Food License Fees, Elevator Permit (if applicable), Sewer Tax, State and Federal Payroll Taxes- unemployment tax, disability tax, family leave tax, social security tax, state workforce tax, federal unemployment tax, and have the societal tax imposed by electric companies.  We also pay property tax which includes recreation and conservation taxes in some instances.  We pay a recycle surcharge, health inspection fee, Liquor License Renewal for the State, Liquor License Federal, US Treasury ATF special tax, State of NJ Division of Fire Safety.  

We find it ironic that when casino business is down, the Atlantic City Council will be reinstating smoking on casino floors; but when restaurants and consumers are suffering, we should accept another tax for the benefit of society!

The Water Tax may seem like a small tax for a good cause.  However to the restaurant business, a larger water user, this is a significant new tax.  Furthermore it is added to the ever growing list of taxes that is eating into every $1 in sales we generate.  These taxes add up and for an industry with a post economic crisis net profit of 2%, there is nothing left to give!

