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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, on behalf of the New Jersey Restaurant Association we are here today to express our strong opposition to S-2266.  This type of legislation is meant to impose additional punishment at the municipal level to a licensee that already faces license suspension and fines through the State ABC in the event of major and minor violations of Title 33.  These current laws, fines and penalties already help to encourage compliance among the 6000 plus on-premise licensees.  New Jersey cannot hope to balance its budgets on the backs of businesses trying to survive.  Title 33 and other laws and regulations available to municipal governments from fines galore to permit fees galore impose a multitude of severe sanctions on licensed businesses up to and including license suspension and forfeiture.

Licensees pay each municipality an annual renewal fee ranging from $500 to $2500 per year.  This fee should cover the costs incurred by the municipality by some who may not follow the law, of which most licensee are responsible, do follow the law and are assets to their communities.  When there is an issue, most municipalities should be using existing resources.  To expect the licensee to pay the municipality fines, attorney fees and costs incurred during an investigation or prosecution seems to provide incentive to a municipality to target the liquor licensed hospitality business segment of their communities.

During any economy, but certainly during a challenging one, we should not be using our laws as revenue generators.  As it relates to the important business of hospitality and the responsibilities of serving alcohol, our current laws are enough.

