September 2009

Re: 2010 Census Partnership
Dear New Jersey Restaurant Association Members:
We have just joined the Census 2010 as partners to disseminate the information about the census. I urge you to join us in supporting the 2010 Census, the official count of everyone living in the United States as of April 1, 2010.  The goal is to count everyone once and in the right place, and you can help ensure that every household fills out and mails back a completed census form in March 2010, and that communities collaborate with census takers.  
Participation is critical, as the results determine how representation in Congress is apportioned and how more than $450 billion in federal funds will be distributed annually to states and communities through the next decade. 
Every 10 years, as mandated by the U.S. Constitution, our nation conducts a census — an effort to count every person living in the United States. The 2010 Census aims to accurately count everyone residing in the U.S., regardless of their age, gender, race, faith, ethnicity, income level, orientation, or immigration status. 

The 2010 Census will have one of the shortest census questionnaires in the history of the United States, and all answers are protected by strict privacy law.
As an incentive   to you,  the U.S. Census Bureau is offering information and materials to help you promote your organization and the   2010 Census .
The results will impact local families’ quality of life in numerous ways, ranging from economic and educational investment decisions to social and health services, and from job training to language assistance programs.

Here is what you can do:

· Sign the attached partnership agreement and e-mail it to e-mail address on the agreement.
· Encourage all your friends and employees to fill out the questionnaire in April 2010.
· Help distribute Census promotional materials like posters, placemats, and more.
· Volunteer to serve as a Be Counted site, where anyone who did not receive a questionnaire by mail may fill out a form.
· Help form or join a Complete Count Committee and encourage others to do the same. 
“The 2010 Census: It’s in OUR HANDS!”
Sincerely,

Deborah Dowdell
President

NJ Restaurant Association
