Salmonella found in King Nut Peanut Butter manufactured by Peanut Corporation of America  

For: Immediate Release

Date: January 10, 2009  

(Solon, Ohio) King Nut Companies, a distributor of peanut butter produced by Peanut Corporation of America, announces today that Salmonella has been found in their 5 lb. tub of Peanut Butter. This product is NOT manufactured by King Nut and it is produced for them by Peanut Corporation of America in Lynchburg, Virginia. King Nut is merely a distributor.  King Nut is voluntarily recalling all of their Peanut Butter made for them by Peanut Corporation of America. This peanut butter is sold only to Food Service and institutional accounts.  It has not been proven that this case is linked to the national salmonella outbreak that is currently happening in the United States. The jar of peanut butter that was tested and turned up positive for salmonella was tested on an open container that was found. Further tests are being conducted by King Nut and the FDA on closed containers to insure the accuracy of their findings.  Customers of King Nut are asked to put on hold all of their peanut butter in question. A recall of this product will be announced Monday morning. At this point it is unclear what Peanut Corporation of America will do with regard to this case or the national case of the salmonella outbreak.

****

King Nut Q&A 

1. How is your peanut butter manufactured

King Nut does not actually manufacture peanut butter. We also do not supply ingredients for the peanut butter we distribute. Peanut butter distributed under the King Nut label is manufactured by Peanut Corporation of America. Before we distribute their products, we require certification that the product has been tested and is safe. The test includes screening for salmonella.

2. Are other King Nut products affected by this recall?

Absolutely not. We do not manufacture peanut butter nor do we supply ingredients for peanut butter. We package and distribute many other products under the King Nut label and these products are not included in this recall. We regularly test our products for safety and carefully follow guidelines provided by the Food and Drug Administration. Our products exceed standards as called out by the American Institute of Baking during their annual audits. For more information on AIB, please go to www.aibonline.org.

3. What product safety measure do you take?

Before distributing peanut butter, we require certification from our supplier that the product has been tested and is safe. One of the primary tests is screening for salmonella.

4. Where is King Nut Peanut Butter distributed?

Our products are distributed to food service companies that in turn distribute them to institutions such as hospitals, schools, restaurants and nursing homes.

5. What should I do if I have King Nut Peanut Butter?

Stop using it and contact your local food service distributor.

6. Where can I get more information about salmonella?

The best source of information on salmonella is the Center for Disease Control website, www.cdc.gov <http://www.cdc.gov/> . 

****

The CDC's list of states with salmonella cases  

Jan 09 at 20:24        

The Associated Press 

ATLANTA - The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released a breakdown on Friday of the number of cases in each of 42 states involved in a nationwide outbreak of salmonella poisoning that has stricken at least 399 people:

- California, 55

- Ohio, 53

- Massachusetts, 39

- Minnesota, 30

- Michigan 20

- New Jersey 13

- New York, 12

- Pennsylvania 12

- Virginia 12

- Washington 11

- Idaho, 10

- North Dakota, 10

- New Hampshire, 10

- Colorado, 9

- Tennessee, 9

- Arizona, 8

- Missouri, 8

- Maryland, 7

- Connecticut, 6

- Nevada, 6

- Georgia, 5

- Oregon, 5

- Texas, 5

- Illinois, 4

- Vermont, 4

- Arkansas, 3

- Indiana, 3

- Kentucky, 3

- Maine, 3

- Rhode Island, 3

- Utah, 3

- Wisconsin, 3

- Kansas, 2

- Oklahoma, 2

- South Dakota, 2

- West Virginia, 2

- Wyoming, 2

- Alabama, 1

- Hawaii, 1

- Iowa, 1

- Nebraska, 1

- North Carolina, 1

On the Net: CDC information on the investigation:

http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/ <http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/>  

